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What is VTAC?

The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) is the central point for 
applications to Victorian universities, TAFEs, and Independent Tertiary 
Colleges for tertiary courses, scholarships and the Special Entry Access 
Scheme (SEAS).

VTAC also calculates the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for Year 
12 VCE students.

VTAC is the one stop shop for universities, TAFEs 
and independent tertiary colleges in Victoria.



Tertiary Admissions Centres in Australia
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Who should apply through VTAC?
Citizenship and residency requirements

You can apply for courses through VTAC if you are:
• an Australian citizen

• an Australian permanent resident

• a New Zealand citizen

• a temporary resident or someone planning to obtain a student 
visa who is currently studying an Australian Year 12 (in Australia 
or overseas), for example: VCE, VCAL, HSC, NTCE, QLD Senior 
Certificate, SACE, TCE, WACE or International Baccalaureate in 
Australia or New Zealand.

If you meet the citizenship or residency requirements above, 
you can apply for courses through VTAC. You will need to 
meet specific entrance requirements before being 
considered for a course offer.

https://www.vtac.edu.au/before/entry-req.html




Student resources



VTAC website
Primary source for all VTAC 
information



Year 12 guide

• Available online at 
www.vtac.edu.au/before/guide
s/y12guide

• A guide to researching and 
making decisions

• Information about how to apply
• Downloadable fact sheets

http://www.vtac.edu.au/before/guides/y12guide


Guides and fact sheets

• Found at 
www.vtac.edu.au/factsheets

• Provides information about 
VTAC and applying for 
tertiary study

http://www.vtac.edu.au/factsheets


Demo applications

www.vtac.edu.au/applying/demos

http://www.vtac.edu.au/applying/demos


ATAR and Scaling guide

Technical information 
about the ATAR 
including rules and 
restrictions

www.vtac.edu.au/atar-
scaling-guide-2024.html

http://www.vtac.edu.au/atar-scaling-guide-2024.html


Social media
VTAC active on Facebook, TikTok 
and Instagram
@vtacguide

• Dates and deadlines
• Hints and tips
• The process explained



Videos and webinars

Webinar recordings, informative videos and 
walkthroughs available at:
www.youtube.com/@vtacmedia6131

Applying for courses in 2024
5:30-6:30pm, Tuesday, 6 August 2024

Understanding special consideration (SEAS) and scholarships
5:30-6:30pm, Thursday 15 August 2024

Refugee and Asylum Seekers - application information
5:30-6:30pm, Wednesday 21 August 2024

Pathways - how to get to your chosen course
5:30-6:30pm, Tuesday 3 September 2024

Applying for courses in 2024
5:30-6:30pm, Wednesday 11 September 2024

Understanding special consideration (SEAS) and scholarships
5:30-6:30pm, Tuesday 17 September 2024

ATAR and Scaling
5:30-6:30pm, Wednesday 2 October 2024

Getting your results - what happens next?
12-1pm, Tuesday 10 December 2024

Preferences, pathways and offers
12-1pm, Thursday 12 December 2024

2024 student and supporter webinars

Register for webinars at:
www.vtac.edu.au/events

http://www.youtube.com/@vtacmedia6131
http://www.vtac.edu.au/events


Researching courses



Fee Types
Course codes ending in:
1: Are subsidised Commonwealth Supported Places 
(CSPs)

2: Are domestic fee places
3: Are international fee places
4: Have the fee-type determined by provider at 

enrolment (usually subsidised for Year 12 students 
under 20 years of age).

Study loans/fees are not administered by VTAC. For 
more information about fees and HECS go to: 
www.studyassist.gov.au

Domestic applicants

Citizen of Australia
Citizen of New Zealand

Permanent resident of Australia

International applicants

Temporary resident of Australia 
studying Australian Year 12

Type 1, 2, and 4 courses Type 3 courses

http://www.studyassist.gov.au/


Selection process
• Applicants list a course as a preference on 

their VTAC application.

• VTAC confirms minimum tertiary entrance 
requirements are met.

•Selection officers at institutions consider and rank applications 
according to published criteria.
•Any published adjustments are applied by selection officers.

•Selection officers at institutions consider and 
rank applications according to published criteria.
•Any published adjustments are applied by 
selection officers.



CourseSearch

• Course information for all tertiary institutions in 
Victoria

• Advanced search options include filtering by 
institution, area of interest, and 
qualification level

NOTE!
Currently CourseSearch shows courses for intake 
Sem 2, 2024.

2025 listings will be 
updated on 22 July 
2025. Until then, go to
the VTAC homepage, 
find the ‘Search for 
courses’ box and select 
‘CourseSearch archive’



CourseSearch:
prerequisite explorer
VCE prerequisite explorer

Enter your VCE study program to see which courses 
you meet the prerequisites for.
Refine your search by area of interest, institution, 
qualification level, and more.
Year 10 students can compare different potential 
VCE programs to see the impact of different subject 
choices.

2025 (Year 12)

2026 (Year 11)

2027 (Year 10)



CourseSearch: course listings

‘How to use CourseSearch’ 
fact sheet available at vtac.edu.au



CourseSearch: areas of interest

Essential Requirements and Admission 
Criteria
“What do I have to do to get in?”

ATAR Profile
“How competitive is it to get in?”

Course Design
“What’s this course about?”
“Is it right for me?”



CourseSearch: course requirements



Essential requirements & admission criteria

Essential requirements for 
selection and application

(required to receive an offer)

Admission criteria
(may be required to receive an 
offer – look for ‘compulsory’ 

indication)

Essential requirements for 
enrolment or graduation

(not required to receive an 
offer)

• Prerequisites
• Interview
• Audition
• Folio
• CASPer
• UCAT
• Nursing & Midwifery English declaration

• Immunisations
• Police check
• Working with Children 

Check



CourseSearch: the ATAR profile

This information helps you to understand how competitive entry is for a particular course.
This is information from last year’s selection process as a guide for next year



Selection Rank: example
This is Parker.

Parker wasn't sure if she would get into her dream course as she was 
worried the ATAR she received wouldn't be high enough.

However, she applied for SEAS through VTAC in September, for her rural 
living location, financial disadvantage and medical condition.

By applying for SEAS, the unis she applied for were able to take into 
consideration the circumstances out of her control that had made it 
harder for her to achieve her best during VCE.

This meant that her Selection Rank was increased beyond her ATAR, and 
she was able to receive an offer from her dream course.



Applying for courses



What you need to apply

Before you create a VTAC account, there are a few things you need:
• USI

• a Unique Student Identifier is required by the Australian government when 
applying for tertiary courses. It’s easy to register for free at www.usi.gov.au

• VCAA student number
• Obtained from your school

• A non school email address
• Addresses with .edu won’t be able to register, make sure you have a non 

school email address to create a VTAC account

http://www.usi.gov.au/


Creating a VTAC account
Only create a VTAC account once in year 12.
The following personal details are required:
• Full name

• Gender

• Date of birth

• Citizenship details (including passport details and 
visa information for international students)

• VCE/IB student number

• Mailing address

• Phone number

• Email address

• USI (now mandatory)



VTAC account

Demo accounts are available to practice on
www.vtac.edu.au/applying/demos



Course application steps

Educational 
History

Course 
Preferences

Permissions 
and Stats



Study claims

First claim pre-filled based on 
student number provided 
when creating an account

If additional studies, answer 
‘yes’ to complete claim two



Course preferences

Important -

• List preferences in the order you actually 
want the courses.

• You will receive a maximum of one offer 
per round, from the highest preference 
willing to make an offer.

• You won’t find out about any lower 
preference courses.

• Early-closing courses can’t be re-added to 
the preferences list after their closing date

• Use the qualification level filter or check 
the description to ensure students are 
applying for the correct course level.



Supplementary offers

What is it?
• Opt-in system for domestic applicants who 

do not receive preference-based offers.
• Applicants who opt-in and haven’t received 

an offer by February Round 1 may be 
contacted by other courses with vacancies.

• All applicants should opt-in when applying 
(permission can be changed later in the 
VTAC account on the course offers tab).



Authorised nominee

• Optional facility to permit a third party (e.g. 
parent) to make enquiries on the 
applicant’s behalf.

• See policy on VTAC website for information 
on what nominees can and cannot access.

• Recommended for use only where a 
specific reason exists, not for most 
applicants.



Course application payment

• 2024 timely application fee for current 
year 12 students: $60

• For a timely application, you need to 
apply and pay by 30 September at 
5pm.

• Late fee $150 / very late $195
• Pay using a credit or debit card via 

PayPal. (A PayPal account is not 
required).

• Best to make payment at the time of 
submitting an application so you don’t 
forget!



Access & Equity



SEAS & Scholarships

As part of your VTAC application, you'll have the opportunity to apply for both SEAS and Scholarships:

SEAS
Recognising factors that may have prevented you from demonstrating your full potential for success

Scholarships
Recognising where you might need support as you go through your tertiary study

SEAS and Scholarship applications are free to submit within your VTAC account.



Scholarships
• VTAC collects scholarship applications for many institutions.

• Scholarships are not just for academic performance.

• Many equity scholarships have similar documentation requirements to SEAS.

• List of scholarships available on the VTAC website, including some scholarships which require their own separate 
application.

All details provided in your 
application will be considered for 

Scholarship opportunities.



Different types of Scholarships
• Access and equity scholarships:

• financial disadvantage

• being the first in your immediate family to attend university

• being an Indigenous Australian

• being a refugee or asylum seeker

• having to relocate to attend tertiary study

• intending to live on campus

• having been in formal out-of-home care

• having a disability or medical condition that affects your education

• having experienced difficult circumstances that have affected your education

• community service

• leadership

• being a student from Gippsland committed to regional and rural health and 
applying to Monash.

• Indigenous Commonwealth Scholarships

• Academic Merit Scholarships



List of Scholarships on the VTAC website

Scholarships covered by the 
VTAC Scholarships application

Scholarships which require 
a separate application

www.vtac.edu.au/access/scholarships

http://www.vtac.edu.au/access/scholarships


Special Entrance Access Scheme (SEAS)
• SEAS provides consideration for your situation or circumstances that have impacted your studies.
• One application for all your course preferences for courses that participate.

• SEAS does not exempt you from meeting course requirements. You must consider prerequisites 
and complete any other requirements.

• Applying for SEAS will never disadvantage you! If you are eligible, it can only improve your ranking for 
selection.



SEAS categories and requirements



SEAS application requirements:
Financial disadvantage

Provide Customer Access Number (CAN) or Customer Reference Number (CRN) in their application.

Impact statement Statement of Support

A Statement of Support must:
oExplain impact on applicant’s daily life

Questions about how daily life has been impacted by 
financial disadvantage.

If the applicant receives Centrelink benefits in their name

Provide a copy of parent/guardian’s Centrelink Statement of Benefit or Family Tax Benefit statement that is no older than 
three months, with relationship to applicant indicated.

If the applicant’s parent/guardians receive Centrelink benefits in their name

If no Centrelink benefits are received



SEAS application requirements:
Disability or medical condition

When applying, there are two sections you are required to submit. They are:

Impact statement Statement of Support

You must provide a statement of support from a health 
practitioner.
Health practitioners include, but are not limited to, GPs, 
physiotherapists, psychologists and counsellors in the 
field of health.
A Statements of Support must:

oConfirm diagnosis/condition and duration
oExplain impact on applicant's education

A statement written in your own words about to 
condition and how your education has been impacted by 
your health
Make sure focus is on the impact on your education

Reminder: start making appointments with 
your health practitioner early to ensure they 

can provide a Statement of Support.



SEAS application requirements:
Difficult circumstances

When applying, there are two sections you are required to submit. They are:

Impact statement Statement of Support

You must provide a statement of support from a 
responsible adult.
A Statement of Support must:

oConfirm circumstance
oExplain impact on applicant's education

A statement written in your own words about how your 
education has been impacted by your circumstances
Make sure focus is on the impact on your education

Some circumstances such as those relating to refugee or asylum seeker status, homelessness, 
formal out of home care, sexual assault, family violence or natural disasters may not require 

impact statements and/or statements of support. Please see VTAC website for more 
information.



Providing a Statement of Support

A Statement of Support is required for some SEAS and 
Scholarship applications. A Statement of Support must be written 
by a responsible adult.
A responsible adult:
• Must be over 21 years of age

• Must not be related to the applicant

• Must not live with the applicant

• Must have known the applicant for at least 12 months or for the duration of the 
circumstance/condition

A statement of support should focus on the impact 
the circumstance or condition has had on your education. Providing a Statement of Support fact sheet 

available at www.vtac.edu.au/factsheets

http://www.vtac.edu.au/factsheets


SEAS guaranteed document review

If you submit any SEAS and Scholarship supporting document by 20 September 
2024, then VTAC will review these documents.

• Any uploaded documents will be verified by VTAC staff and “approved” or 
“rejected” in advance of the SEAS closing date.

• Any CRNs provided to VTAC which do not return benefit information will be 
identified, and applicants notified.

• Documents can still be submitted until the 11 October closing date, but these 
may not be reviewed by VTAC staff until after the closing date (so there is no 
opportunity to resubmit if a document is illegible etc.)



Preferences



Preferences & Offers

Important -

• List preferences in the order you actually 
want the courses.

• You will receive a maximum of one offer 
per round, from the highest preference 
willing to make an offer.

• You won’t find out about any lower 
preference courses.

• Early-closing courses can’t be re-added to 
the preferences list after their closing date

• Use the qualification level filter or check 
the description to ensure students are 
applying for the correct course level.



Accepting an offer
You will receive enrolment instructions from the institution, and if you do not accept the offer in 
the required timeframe, the offer will lapse and you will be unable to accept it later.

It's recommended to always accept an offer - this won't affect your chances of an offer in a later 
round as long as you have higher preferences on your list.

If you don’t get your top preference in the first round of offers:
Accept the offered course so you have it as an option, and withdraw if you receive a preferred 
course in a later round.

If you get your first preference but want an offer from a lower preference:
Accept the offered course and move it down your preference list during change of preference to 
be eligible for any courses you put above it in your list.



Changing your preferences

• After applying, you can change your course preferences free-of-
charge as many times as you like while Change of Preference is open

• After receiving your ATAR, there will be a short time to change 
preferences before the December offer round.

• Preferences can be changed again between offer rounds.
• Help will be available from your school, the tertiary institutions and 

VTAC.

• It’s important to get your preferences correct in time for the 
December round to maximise your chance of getting into the course 
you want!



Student access to ATAR and VCE results

VCAA student 
number

Password

Free online access at 
resultsandatar.vic.edu.au

Online

Free download of joint VCAA/VTAC 
results app

Results and ATAR app

Paid VTAC applicants will also 
receive a printed ATAR statement

Mail

Registration required

VCE results and ATAR available to students from 7am, 
Thursday 12 December using Results and ATAR 
website or app
You must register for the results service – it is 
different to your VTAC account
Remember to register early so you aren’t trying to 
register on the morning of results! (Registrations 
open on 29 July).



What to do next?



What to do next

• Get organised and start to research courses early! CourseSearch is a great way to look at all 
the courses available in Victoria

• Think about visiting institution open days to discover the best place for your future studies
• Contact VTAC directly if you need support - we are available via phone, social media or an 

email through your VTAC account
• Make sure you order your course preferences in the order you want to study them. Put 

your most wanted course at the top!
• Follow up any VTAC reminder emails and texts sent to your account or provided mobile 

number.
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