
After Year 10, What Are My Options?
Lesson Outline

Equipment and resources:

Each student requires a computer with internet access and
headphones.

Accommodations and adjustments:

Date: Period:

Class: Room:



Curriculum Links

After Year 10, What Are My Options?
Years 10 - 12

Duration: 40- 50 minutes

careertools.com.au

Australian Blueprint for
Career Development

Learning and Work Exploration: Participate in lifelong learning
supportive of career goals
Learning and Work Exploration: Locate and use career information
effectively
Career Building: Maintain balanced life and work roles

Australian Curriculum 
Source career
information and
resources (ACWSCL014)

Work Studies
Personal and social
Literacy
Critical and creative thinking

General Capabilities:

Work Education 7-10 Assesses options for career development and managing
transitions WE5-8

Work Studies Stage 6 4. Assesses pathways for further education, training and life
planning

Industry Based
Learning Stage 6

2.2 Understand the pathways for work, education and training in
the industry

National

New South Wales

Queensland

Career Education Short
Course 

My Career Options: demonstrate knowledge and understanding
of self, work practices and career development processes and
select, analyse and apply information related to work and career
development

https://www.careertools.com.au/


Curriculum Links

After Year 10, What Are My Options?
Years 10 - 12

Duration: 40- 50 minutes

careertools.com.au

Careers Curriculum
Framework

10.6. Explore the education and training requirements of various
work roles in your preferred future occupation or work sectors

VCE VM WRS U1 O2: Forecast potential employment possibilities and evaluate
several educational pathways that would support the acquisition
of skills and knowledge required for a selected industry growth
area

VPC WRS U4 LG 4.1: Identify a potential pathway, access and assess online
platforms to explore pathway options, apply knowledge to draft
pathway plan, and seek feedback on and refine pathway plan

Victoria

https://www.careertools.com.au/


Summary

Student Success Criteria

Students extend on their knowledge of post-school pathways in preparation for
subject selection and beyond.

I know where to locate information about my post-school options
I understand the importance of making a decision based on my own needs, and not
others
I understand the difference between vocational education and higher education to
help me make an informed decision

After Year 10, What Are My Options?
Years 10 - 12

Duration: 40- 50 minutes

careertools.com.au

Learning Intentions

Know the legal requirements in relation to leaving school early
Know about the main post-school options as an under 17-year-old school leaver 

https://www.careertools.com.au/


Lesson activity Teacher Instruction

Introduction and log in
Slides 1-2

Outline to the students that the lesson is about options after year
10 and the pathway requirements for those under 17.
Direct students to the school careers website to login to the
student area. Select ‘Post-school Options and Planning’ and open
the ‘After Year 10’ module.
View and explain the learning intentions and success criteria.

School leaving age
Slides 3-4

Students read about the minimum school leaving age and options
to move into further full time education, training or employment.

Teacher cue: options could include staying on at school, study VET
at TAFE or other provider, find apprenticeship or traineeship, other
approved education or training, university, employment OR a
combination.

Option 1
Slide 5

Staying in school is often the best choice for someone who is
indecisive about their pathway. 
Completing Year 12 is the strongest way to demonstrate
commitment to a long-term goal and there are several study
options available to shape a relevant and meaningful experience.

Option 2
Slides 6-10

Vocational courses equip students with practical skills and
knowledge essential to entering the workforce.
VET is cost and time effective and can be studies at TAFE or
private providers.
Students view three videos containing further information and
busting some myths about VET. 
Students can view www.myskills.gov.au to find training providers
and courses.

Option 3
Slides 11-12

Apprenticeships and traineeships offer the opportunity to train,
study and earn an income across a variety of VET qualification
levels and occupations.
An Australian Apprenticeship is nationally recognised and held in
high regard in many overseas countries. 
The Australian Apprenticeship Pathway website has a YouTube
channel called ‘My Gain’ where students can hear from current
apprentices.
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http://www.myskills.gov.au/


Lesson activity Teacher Instruction

Option 4
Slide 12 Other approved education or training can be useful for students

who are not ready for employment and need some further
support. Approved options can include; participation in an
accredited pre-apprenticeship program with some work
experience, completion of year 10 equivalency course at TAFE to
meet minimum entry requirements for further study and
participation in an approved Transition to Work program for 25
hours a week.

Option 5
Slides 14-16

Higher Education courses are most easily accessed through
completion of Year 12 with an ATAR, but is not the only way.
Leaving school at the end of Year 10 means you can eventually
access university via the TAFE pathway.
Alternative entries can include; recognition of prior learning,
completion of a trade apprenticeship, tertiary prep course,
portfolio or audition entry (for creative arts fields)

Option 6
Slide 17

Employment is an option so long as it is full time paid work
averaging 25 hours per week.
A student can hold multiple jobs to meet the minimum 25 hours if
under 17.

Combination
Slide 18

A student can study a part time course and hold a casual job to
meet the 25 hour minimum participation requirement.
A student can participate in a full time pre-apprenticeship program
while attending a Transition to Work employment service.
A student can study a full time course and work full time.

Uni vs VET
Slides 19-21 Students are encouraged to better inform themselves about

whether university matches their goals.
Students view two videos which compare the two systems.
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Lesson activity Teacher Instruction

Reality check
Slides 22-23

Deciding to leave school early could mean you won’t have as
many options as you would, had you stayed at school.
No more teachers doesn’t mean no more authority figures.
Starting in employment often means earlier starts and later
finishes and giving up weekends.
It’s ok to not be sure or to feel a little lost. The value of staying at
school means you can ‘taste test’ and keep the door open to lots
of opportunities to help you decide.
If you have a plan with clear goals, make sure the appropriate
people in your school are aware so they can help you with the
next steps.



Q1-3
My Options
Slide 24

Students respond to three questions to reflect on the options
presented.
Students will identify the option they are considering and provide
reasons.
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